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»In heaven there are no VIP places”

There were two major celebrations in Mechernich on 8
December: the Solemnity of the Virgin and Mother of God
Mary and the 41* foundation commemoration of the
Communio in Christo. The coincidence could not have
been better that day for the community, both liturgically
and spiritually, for the life and work of their foundress
Mother Marie Therese are profoundly Marian in character.

Eight clergy from Poland, India Haiti, Nigeria, Uganda and
Germany gathered around the altar to celebrate the Holy
Mass. The common thread found in adoration, lecture and
personal encounters, was taken up again in the festive
sermon: “Humility is the innermost strength of the
Christians and the hallmark of the Communio in Christo.”

(ml)
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A matter close to the heart of Carnival
Prince Torsten

The residents of the intensive and long-term care facility of
the Communio in Christo Social Foundation and the guests
of the hospice “Stella Maris” in Mechernich enjoyed a
cheerful and moving Carnival afternoon when the Carnival
Prince Torsten I. (Krieg) came to visit.

His “Majesty” said it was a matter close to his heart to
bring Carnival also to places where people can no longer
actively participate in the vibrant street festivities typical
for the season. True to his motto: “Carnival for all -
together with all.” (st)

Read more ...



https://www.communio.nrw/en/news/article/im-himmel-gibt-es-keine-vip-plaetze.html
https://www.communio.nrw/en/news/article/herzensangelegenheit-fuer-prinz-torsten.html

“A strong sign of appreciation”

While it was wintry cold outside, the atmosphere inside in the council chamber was warm and filled with musical
excellence: Once again this year, the “Mainzer Musici” made a powerful musical statement with their traditional
Epiphany Concert in the Mechernich Town Hall. The charity evening to the benefit of the long-term and intensive care
facilities of the Communio in Christo Social Foundation combined the highest artistic excellence with a deeply rooted
social commitment, making the gratitude all the greater towards the musicians who had travelled all the way from
Mainz. ,Their effort is enormous and is totally on a voluntary basis,” pointed out Norbert Arnold, the managing

director of the social foundation. (hg)
==

A place in many hearts

The Mechernich community of the Communio in Christo
expressed their great sympathy for Sister Dorothea Rolfes
(96) when bidding farewell to her, first in the house chapel
and later, on the cemetery of Shophoven near Diren. In
the 1970s, Sr. Dorothea laid the financial basis for the
foundation of the care facilities for the elderly, the
seriously ill, and the dying in Mechernich and
Blankenheim. “All her life she was happy to see and
experience how thousands of people could receive
professional and loving help thanks to her generous and
totally selfless act,” said Norbert Arnold, the managing
director of the Communio in Christo Social Foundation,
when standing at the open grave in Shophoven, where Sr.
Dorothea was buried next to her husband Joseph Rolfes.
(ml)

Read more ...



https://www.communio.nrw/en/news/article/starkes-zeichen-der-wertschaetzung.html
https://www.communio.nrw/en/news/article/platz-in-vielen-herzen.html
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»Ahr Voices“ performed for people in need of care

The regionally known “Ahr Voices” choir from Blankenheimer Dorf, conducted by Pascal Lucke gave a little concert in
Mechernich for the residents of the Communio in Christo long-term care facility and their relatives. “It was an
atmospheric musical hour for residents, relatives, members of the order, employees, and friends of the choir,” said

Andrea Heide from the care team.

Mainly popular Christmas carols were sung that brought back memories and invited everyone to sing along. (ml)

Read more ...

Short visit from Africa

Once again African friends came to visit the
Communio in Christo: Sister Mary Grace (35) from
Nigeria and Johnson Tumwiine (39) from Uganda.
According to Sr. Lidwina who took care of the
guests, Sr. Mary Grace is in a training program at
the Congregation of the Compassionate Missionary
Sisters of St. Bridget. Johnson Tumwiine runs a
small car repair garage in Kampala.

He has three employees and several trainees. He is
one of the candidates, mentored by the Communio
Spiritual P. Rudolf Ammann Isch, wishing to enter
the Ordo Communionis in Christo. Johnson
Tumuwiine is also the Superior of the lay Carmelites
in the Uganda capital. (ml)

Read more



https://www.communio.nrw/de/aktuelles/artikel/halbes-jahrhundert-stadt-gefeiert.html
https://www.communio.nrw/de/aktuelles/artikel/stippvisite-aus-afrika.html
https://www.communio.nrw/en/news/article/ahr-voices-sangen-fuer-pflegebeduerftige.html
https://www.communio.nrw/en/news/article/stippvisite-aus-afrika.html

A word
of Mother
Marie Therese

January 13th 1985

We contemplate Jesus’ life with his disciples.

We note the friendship between one another and with Christ, a cordial and
natural friendship. He let them partake in his joyful experiences. What belonged
to him, belonged to his disciples as well. He surrounded them with his tender
affection. He was solicitous about their health. In order to give them a rest, he
occasionally let them out of town. He kept taking pains to assure that they lacked
for nothing. It was he who brought the joy, helping them to let heavenly joy
flourish among one another. And the disciples, too, were concerned about him
and loved him as well. ...

Christ lived the joy of self-sacrifice and passed it on to us. Joy is the sign of our
will’s being focused on God. Joy is the evidence of a life that is being spent in
love, in community with Christ.

Taken from: Mother Marie Therese, The imitation of Christ, publishing house “Bernardinum”,
Pelplin, Poland, 2001, pp 99, 100
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